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The 7 objectives of SIOPE Strategic Plan 

1. Innovative treatments: to introduce 
safe and effective innovative 
treatments (i.e. new drugs, new 
technologies) into standard care; 

2. Precision cancer medicine: to use 
improved risk classification as well as 
biological characteristics of both the 
tumour and patient (such as 
molecular and immunological factors) 
to help guide decisions on which 
therapies to use; 

3. Tumour biology: to increase 
knowledge of tumour biology and 
speed up translation from basic 
research to clinical care to benefit 
patients; 

4. Equal access: to bring about equal 
access across Europe to standard care 
(in both diagnosis and treatment), 
expertise and clinical research; 

5. TYA: to address the specific needs of 
teenagers and young adults (TYA), in 
cooperation with adult oncology; 

6. Quality of survivorship: to address the 
consequences of cancer treatment 
such as long-term side effects, to 
better understand the genetic 
background/risk of an individual, and 
to improve quality of life of childhood 
cancer survivors; 

7. Causes of cancer: to understand the 
causes of paediatric cancers and to 
address prevention wherever 
possible. 
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1. The SIOPE Strategic Plan: A European Cancer Plan for Children and Adolescents 

SIOPE has finalised its Strategic Plan to increase the cure rate and the quality of 
survivorship for children and young people with cancer via 7 medical and 
scientific objectives (see box). Established within the European Network for 
Cancer research in Children and Adolescents (ENCCA), this Plan is the outcome 
of the active engagement of all stakeholders from the European paediatric 
oncology community, and achieved a wide consensus at the SIOPE-ENCCA 
conference ‘Joining efforts for a brighter future for children with cancer’ (18-19 
September 2014).  

SIOPE will present this Plan during the European Cancer Congress in Vienna (25-
29 September 2015) and at a policy meeting at the European Parliament on 18 
November 2015 (see below). A poster on such important document will be also 
made available at the SIOP Congress 2015 in Cape Town (the document has 
been presented at the global level during the SIOP Congress 2014).  

SIOPE will steer and coordinate the effective implementation of the Plan - which 
will include the setting up of cross-tumour platforms, the creation of European 
Reference Networks and the development of oncopolicy and educational and 
training programmes - together with the European Clinical Trial Groups (ECTGs) 
and the National Paediatric Haematology Oncology Societies (NAPHOS),  in close 
cooperation with the parents, patients, and survivors’ advocates from the 
Europe Regional Committee of Childhood Cancer International (CCI) – the full 
text of the Strategic Plan is available on the SIOPE website (www.siope.eu) since 
September 26th, 2015.  

 
2. European Advocacy 

On 18 November 2015, SIOPE will join efforts with the Members of the 
European Parliament Against Cancer (MAC) to organise a joint SIOPE – MAC 
event at the European Parliament on the SIOPE Strategic Plan, which will cover 
several aspects such as how to eradicate inequalities in access to treatment, 
care, and expertise, how to boost innovation in paediatric drug development 
and how to secure optimal organisation of follow up care for survivors. 

SIOPE is currently advocating an appropriate inclusion of paediatric 
haematology oncology in the EU Joint Action on Rare Cancers, as part of the EU 
Health Programme - Action Plan 2015.  This will provide the framework for the 
implementation of part of the Strategic Plan and for cooperation with adult oncology in the field of rare cancers. 

SIOPE is joining several oncology stakeholders to ensure that the needs of academic research and epidemiology are 
taken into account in the Data Protection Regulation, currently under discussion.   

The SIOPE event at the European Parliament - a not-to-be-missed yearly appointment to mark International 
Childhood Cancer Day (15th February) - in 2015 addressed the projected consequences of the EU Data Protection 
Regulation on childhood cancer research (see SIOPE Press Release).  

Last February the SIOPE Office and Board engaged in the Global ICCD Campaign to promote a deeper understanding 
of childhood cancer, and SIOPE is currently joining several other associations involved in awareness-raising for the 
September Childhood Cancer Awareness Month Campaign. 

SIOPE is also involved in the implementation at the national level of the revised EU Clinical Trials Directive, which is 
expected to enter into force in 2016; through a dedicated platform, SIOPE will help European institutions and ECTGs 

http://www.siope.eu/
mailto:office@siope.eu
http://www.siope.eu/news-and-resources/conferences-and-events/siope-encca-conference-2014/
http://www.siope.eu/news-and-resources/conferences-and-events/siope-encca-conference-2014/
http://www.siope.eu/
http://www.siope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/SIOPE_ICCD_PR.pdf
http://icccpo.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=entry&entry=407&category=9&subcategory=124&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CCI+newsletter+February+2015&utm_source=YMLP&utm_term=Read+more
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to implement their trials within the new Regulation ensuring thereby that issues and hurdles encountered are fed 
back to the relevant bodies.  

Finally, SIOPE is engaged in pushing for immediate changes to the implementation of the EU Paediatric Regulation 
via the CDDF-SIOPE-ITCC multi-stakeholder paediatric platform. 

 
3. Improving cooperation for new drug development - The Paediatric Platform 

The CDDF-SIOPE-ITCC multi-stakeholder paediatric platform is a forum for discussion that allows effective 
cooperation between all stakeholders (patients, survivors, parents, academia, industry, regulators) and proposes 
solutions to improve the development of new oncology drugs for children and adolescents (see article). This 
platform was created as a deliverable of the ENCCA project. 

Together with CDDF and ITCC, SIOPE co-organised the 3rd Paediatric Oncology Conference on 5-6 February 2015, and 
the 4th meeting of this ongoing series of conferences will take place on 20-21 January 2016 in Brussels, Belgium. The 
2016 CDDF-SIOPE-ITCC-ENCCA conference will share progresses and discuss proposals from the Platform working 
groups on new strategies for new incentives for specific paediatric drug development and drug repositioning.  

 
4. Improving access to care and research - ExPO-r-Net 

SIOPE is a partner of the EU project ExPO-r-Net (the European Expert Paediatric Oncology Reference Network for 
Diagnostics and Treatment), which aims to improve the quality of paediatric oncology treatment and care across 
Europe and to increase access of children and adolescents to high-level care.  

Based on the SIOPE-led European Standards of Care for Children with Cancer initiative (see article), this project is 
piloting the concept of a European Reference Network (ERN) in paediatric haematology-oncology, and specifically 
addresses the topic of extremely rare cancers and long-term follow-up. Project partners are currently coordinating 
several aspects of the project, from technical solutions for cross-border paediatric oncology tumour boards, to the 
development of the Survivorship Passport initiative. 

 
5. Partnership with parents, patients and survivors 

Further deepening the cooperation with European childhood cancer patients and their families is a key priority of 
SIOPE. In particular, SIOPE closely works with them on several topics, and has developed a close partnership with 
representatives of the Europe Regional Committee of Childhood Cancer International (CCI) and the Parent and 
Patient Advisory Committee (PPAC, established within the ENCCA Project).  

In particular, SIOPE, CCI and the CCI Europe Regional Committee entered into a co-operative relationship in order to 
implement the SIOPE Strategic Plan by signing a Memorandum of Understanding that sets out specific areas of 
cooperation. 

 
6. Education and training 

SIOPE regularly provides financial support to cover the attendance of young oncologists to the joint ECCO-AACR-
EORTC-ESMO Flims workshop on ‘Methods in Clinical Cancer Research’, which prepares the next generation of 
paediatric oncologists. 5 paediatric oncologist have been selected for the June 2015 edition of this Workshop, and 
SIOPE financially supported 2 of them via a scholarship.  

SIOPE started a collaboration with ESMO on the needs of TYA, and a new E-Learning module on Cancer in 
Adolescents and Young Adults has been launched on an educational online platform provided by ESMO. 

SIOPE also started a collaboration with the European School of Oncology (ESO) for a series of online E-sessions on 
paediatric oncology that will start as from January 2016. 

 
7. SIOPE as a partner in European projects 

SIOPE is currently part of the following EU projects: 

http://www.siope.eu/
mailto:office@siope.eu
http://www.ejcancer.com/article/S0959-8049%2814%2901065-X/fulltext
http://www.expornet.eu/
http://www.siope.eu/european-research-and-standards/standards-of-care-in-paediatric-oncology/
http://www.ejcancer.com/article/S0959-8049%2813%2900999-4/fulltext#article-footnote-1
http://www.siope.eu/activities/educational-opportunities/flims-workshop/
http://oncologypro.esmo.org/Science-Education/ESMO-E-Learning-and-V-Learning/Cancer-in-Adolescents-and-Young-Adults?hit=ohp
http://oncologypro.esmo.org/Science-Education/ESMO-E-Learning-and-V-Learning/Cancer-in-Adolescents-and-Young-Adults?hit=ohp
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 ENCCA, the European Network for Cancer Research in Children and Adolescents; 
 PanCareSurfUp, PanCare Childhood and Adolescent Cancer Survivor Care and Follow-Up Studies; 
 EXPO-r-NeT, the European Expert Paediatric Oncology Reference Network for Diagnostics and Treatment. 

SIOPE is currently preparing of the final ENCCA General Assembly (17-18 December 2015) and the final event of 
PanCareSurFup (23-24 May 2016), both in Brussels, while constantly coordinating the dissemination of all the above 
projects.  

SIOPE joined other stakeholders as a partner in a several project applications to the new EU calls ‘Horizon 2020’, and 
will identify alternative ways to fund such project ideas as part of its Strategic Plan. 

Finally, SIOPE is regularly consulted by the EU Joint Action on cancer control CanCon as concerns the Work Package 
on survivorship and rehabilitation. 

 
8. SIOPE at the next SIOP Congress in Cape Town 

SIOPE will be present on the occasion of the 47th SIOP Congress, to show its constant contribution to the global 
agenda of SIOP to improve and optimise treatments throughout the world. In particular, a SIOPE booth will be 
present in the exhibition area, a poster will be shown and an ExPO-r-Net meeting will take place on 10 October 2015. 

 

9. About the organisation and management of SIOPE 

9.1 SIOPE Board  
Current members of the SIOPE Board:  

 President: Gilles Vassal (FR), Institut Gustave Roussy, Villejiuf, France 

 President-Elect: Martin Schrappe (DE), University Hospital Kiel, Germany 

 Treasurer: Henrik Hasle (DK), Aarhus University Hospital Skejby, Department of Paediatrics, Denmark 

 Tom Boterberg (BE), University of Ghent, Ghent, Belgium 

 Ruth Ladenstein (AT), Stt. Anna’s Children’s Hospital, Vienna, Austria 

 Pam Kearns (UK), University of Birmingham, Cancer Research Clinical Trials Unit, United Kingdom 

 Kathy Pritchard-Jones (UK), University College London, London, United Kingdom 

 Riccardo Riccardi (IT), Università Cattolica, Roma, Italy 

 Maria Grazia Valsecchi (IT), University of Milano, Department of Clinical Medicine and Biotechnology, Italy 

From January 1st 2016, Martin Schrappe will be the SIOPE President. 
 
9.2 SIOPE General Assembly  
SIOPE is currently preparing the SIOPE General Assembly, which will take place on 28 September on the occasion of 
the European Cancer Congress in Vienna, Austria.  
  
9.3 SIOPE Office 
Current SIOPE Office staff: 

 Chief Executive Officer: Samira Essiaf (BE) 

 Public Affairs Coordinator: Olga Kozhaeva (BE) 

 Communication Administrator: Giulia Petrarulo (IT) 
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