Newsletter SIOP Nutrition Network

          The Network held its 2nd Annual Meeting at the Congress in Kyoto. Minutes are available on the SIOP website.  The next meeting will be in Lyon on the Educational day.  Dr Wim Tissing has joined the HIC working group as cochair with Terezie Mosby. Pediatric Blood and Cancer has approved a PBC supplement to be devoted to Nutrition and its relevance to Pediatric Oncology.
         The SIOP PODC Nutrition Working Group (WG) has established a global infrastructure, in partnership with the International Initiative in Pediatrics and Nutrition at Columbia University Irving Medical Center in New York, to advance nutritional science in pediatric oncology. This report is focused on activities in low and middle income countries (LMICs) during January - March 2019. In the WG stream dealing with the challenges in LMICs there are 151 members in 31 countries, Highlights of the group’s activities include:   
1. Nutritional Education & Capacity Building. Countries presently involved in training and capacity building are: Brazil, Cameroon, Honduras, Guatemala, India, Nicaragua, and South Africa. This year we have reached out to Bangladesh, Nepal, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and the Middle Eastern and Mediterranean countries (POEM group) by involving them in educational workshops.  Three such events have been held in 2019; in Chennai, India (January 18-19, 2019), Yerevan – Armenia (Feb 8, 2019) and at SIOP Africa (March 9, 2019). Educational webinars are also held regularly on cure4kids. 
2.  Research projects on nutrition are underway in Brazil, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, India, South Africa and Cameroon through support of IIPAN at Columbia University Irving Medical Center.  Several additional sites in Asia and Africa will be joining this global initiative advancing nutritional research.   The Dana Farber Global Program has established a capacity-building program in Myanmar with research endeavors underway. The International Atomic Energy Agency is also launching research projects aimed at improving cancer care through nutrition. 
Recent publications from the group include 
i) Hesseling PB, Tamannai M, Ladas E et al.  Burkitt lymphoma- Nutritional support during induction treatment: Effect on anthropometric parameters and morbidity of treatment.  SA Journal of Oncology.  October 22, 2018. 

ii) Villanueva G, Blanco J, Rivas S et al.  Nutritional status at diagnosis of cancer in children and adolescents in Guatemala and its relationship to socio-economic disadvantage. A retrospective cohort study.  Pediatric Blood and Cancer. 2019 Feb 7, e 27647.

(iii) Schoeman J, Ladas EJ, Rogers PC et al. Unmet needs in nutritional care in African paediatric oncology units. Trop Pediatr. 2018.
3. The group is providing mentors for two PhD candidates among its members (Karina Viani in Brazil  and Judy Schoeman in South Africa)
The group has trained nearly 5000 clinicians in LMICs in nutritional assessment, intervention and research methodology.

We would be delighted to have more physicians, dietitians and nurses join the group which can be done on cure4kids (SIOP PODC nutrition group).
Submitted on behalf of the Working Group LMIC stream

Amita Trehan MD, Karina Viani RD
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Meeting at Yerevan, Armenia February 2019
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Meeting at Chennai , India January 2019 

