Terms of Reference (TOR)
SIOP supportive care working group from 2007 onwards

Background: 
In 2007  Prof.Dr. T. Lehrnbecher (paediatric oncologist, JW Goethe University, Frankfurt Germany ) and Dr.M.D. van de Wetering (paediatric oncologist AMC/emma childrens hospital,Amsterdam, the Netherlands)  discussed with the SIOP board the possibility of initiating a supportive care working group within SIOP. We agreed on not an official committee but a working group which provided a platform for a group of enthousiastic members who discuss supportive care issues within SIOP. As treatment becomes more complex, supportive care will have a major role in improving quality of care, decreasing morbidity and mortality
Role of the Supportive care working group;
To identify those interested and active in supportive care, to support one another and generate discussion in the different  areas of supportive care and offer insight in areas of research and areas of education on supportive care issues worldwide:

Objectives;

a) into collaborate with other study groups to incorporate pediatric supportive care guidelines and recommendations (such as PODC working groups and the Psycho psychology group)
b) To collaborate with members interested in conducting Cochrane reviews in pediatric supportive care

c) To enter multinational trials to statistically improve numbers


d) To increase the pediatric supportive care contribution to the SIOP conference

e) To collaborate with the  supportive care PODC group.
  Incorparating teaching sessions and guidelines for developing countries.
f) To collaborate with MASCC  (Multinational Association of Supportive Care in Cancer (M van de Wetering Chair of MASCC pediatric supportive care working group since 2011)
g) To collaborate with IBFM ELTEC (early and late toxicity and education). (Chair Edit Barit, Hungary)
h) To collaborate with POGO (Canada) Development of international supportive care guidelines – Dr L Dupuis
Responsibilities of the SIOP supportive care working group

The committee has  2 chairs, co chair and members that are often also PODC supportive care members Communication via the St Judes website; www.cure4kids.org. The main objective is to address supportive care issues

To improve knowledge and research on these supportive care issues and integrate the best care for our patient with cancer.

Specific responsibilities;
1) Organizing a yearly SIOP-supportive care meeting pre-SIOP with a particular focus on education and design of new studies
2) Reviewing abstracts submitted to SIOP main conference

3) Coordinating regular communication between group members via the cure4kids website and by mail contact

4) Responding to requests from the board regarding supportive care issues.

5) Interacting with other groups such as the PODC supportive care and nutrition group (From 2007-2010 the supportive care working group was one group covering both developing countries and developed countries, after reorganization of the PODC a separate supportive care group was founded for the developing countries)
6) Collaboration with other international organizations such as MASCC (multinational supportive care in cancer)

Structure of the committee

· Chair: the Chair is responsible the SIOP working group communicates on a regular basis and ensures that the responsibilities as described above are undertaken. The SIOP supportive care group will choose the Chairperson(s) of the committee for a period of 4 years. This term of the Chairperson may be renewed for a maximum of one more term of 4 years.

· Vice-Chair: the Vice-Chair will act in place of the Chair in his/her absence and will assist in tasks undertaken by the committee as appropriate.

· Membership in the SIOP supportive care group is open to all SIOP members and non-members who are interested in pediatric supportive care and members from all disciplines are encouraged to join. Representation from international SIOP members with relevant clinical and/or research expertise in the all areas of supportive care is desirable.

· The supportive care working group  will meet at the annual congress of SIOP and by teleconference every 2 to 3 months (on the cure4kids website)

· The SIOP Board will be informed of the supportive care working group through an annual report prior to each annual conference.
Supportive care working group activities

1; Meeting pre day-1 / every 2nd year a workshop

2; during main conference sessions supportive care, postersessions etc

3; Young investigator awards or keynote lectures on supportive care topics will be proposed to the committee.

Committee

Leadership role

Chairs


M.D. van de Wetering
m.d.vandewetering@amc.nl



T Lehrnbecher
         Thomas.lehrnbecher@kgu.de

Core members
R. Kebudi

         rejinkebudi@yahoo.com



L. Sung
                    Lillian.sung@sickkids.ca
                                  L.Dupuis                            Lee.dupuis@sickkids.ca
General members; see www.cure4kids.org  100 members

reference which was done on behalf of the supportive care group
:
1. Lehrnbecher T, Aplenc R, Rivas Pereira F, Lassaletta A, Caselli D, Kowalczyk J, Chisholm J, Sung L Variations in non-pharmacological anti-infective measures in childhood leukemia-results of an international survey. Haematologica 2012; 97(10):1548-1552

�That is too ambitious


�Wee need to define what is different in our group


�This is too complicated. I suggest that we leave it as it was-2 chairs (you and me) which makes sense since we focus on infectious complications and “other”; Wim had not been involved that much in the SIOP group (unfortunately)-so I would remove the “co-chair”


�Are there more
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