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Message from the
SIOP Africa President

Dear SIOP Africa Members, Colleagues and Friends,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the July 2026 edition of the SIOP Africa Newsletter.
As we reflect on the first half of the year, | am so encouraged by the progress being made
across our continent to advance childhood cancer care. From strengthening research and
knowledge development to expanding education and training opportunities, improving
access to care, and building partnerships, our collective efforts continue to move us
closer to a future where every child with cancer in Africa has the opportunity to receive

preenenGenl timely, high-quality and compassionate care.

Paediatric oncologist | President, SIOP

Afr This edition highlights many achievements that deserve recognition. We warmly
rica

welcome new leaders within our network, celebrate colleagues whose contributions
have been recognised internationally, and congratulate female pioneers. These
milestones demonstrate the growing strength, diversity and commitment of the
paediatric oncology community in Africa. We are also inspired by the establishment of
new centres, powerful examples of what can be achieved when dedicated professionals,
institutions and partners come together around a shared vision. Bringing specialised
cancer care closer to children and their families is at the heart of our mission, and this
achievement reminds us that progress is possible even in challenging settings.

| encourage all our members to remain engaged with SIOP Africa, to share your
experiences and innovations, participate in our educational and research activities, and
support one another as we work towards our shared goals. Thank you to every healthcare
professional, researcher, advocate, survivor, family, institution and partner contributing
to the advancement of childhood cancer care across Africa. Your dedication gives hope
to thousands of children and families.

Together, let us continue to build a stronger, more connected and more equitable
paediatric oncology community across Africa.

With warm regards,

Prof Jennifer Geel
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Message from the
SIOP Africa Secretary-General

Dear SIOP Africa Community,

Welcome to the July 2026 edition of the SIOP Africa Newsletter. This edition is a
celebration of the people, partnerships and progress that continue to shape our work
across the continent. As SIOP Africa advances its strategic goals, we are reminded that
meaningful change is built through collaboration, shared learning and a commitment to
ensuring that every child with cancer has access to the care they need.

In this edition, we share updates across our strategic priorities, including research and
knowledge development, education and training, access to care, and membership and
partnerships. Each of these areas is essential to building paediatric oncology services and
strengthening our collective capacity to respond to the needs of children and families in
the communities we serve.

We are pleased to celebrate new leadership within our community, including Sidney
_ . Chahonyo as Chair of CCl Africa and Mariam Ndagire as Chair of the SIOP Africa Nursing

Palliative care specialist | Secretary-

General, SIOP Africa Network. We also congratulate Dr Abel Hailu on receiving the SIOP Rising Star Award,

Lisa Christine Irumba

which recognises his outstanding contribution to paediatric oncology in Ethiopia and
beyond.

There is still a lot of work that each of us must do. SIOP Africa will continue to prioritise
opportunities that connect our members, strengthen professional networks, support
research and education, and promote equitable access to childhood cancer care.

l invite you to explore the opportunities and updates featured in this newsletter, join our
networks, participate in upcoming activities, and share these resources with colleagues
who may benefit from them. Invite a friend to join the SIOP Africa Family.

Thank you for your continued commitment to SIOP Africa and, most importantly, to the
children and families we serve.

With best wishes,

Lisa Christine Irumba
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sidney Chahonyo
New Chair, CCI Africa (Kenya)

SIOP Africa warmly welcomes Sidney Chahonyo (Kenya) as the new chair of CCl Africa, succeeding
Hedley Lewis (South Africa). A respected advocate and leader in the childhood cancer community,
Sidney has dedicated many years to improving the lives of children with cancer and their families
across Africa. As a childhood cancer survivor, he brings a unique perspective that reflects both lived
experience and a steadfast commitment to advocacy, partnership and health equity.

We are excited to strengthen our collaboration with Sidney and CCl Africa as we continue working
together to ensure that every child with cancer, regardless of where they live, has the opportunity
not only to survive but to thrive.

Mariam Ndagire
Chair, SIOP Africa Nursing Network (Uganda)

We congratulate Mariam Ndagire on her appointment as Chair of the SIOP Africa Nursing Network.
A Senior Oncology Nurse Practitioner at the Uganda Cancer Institute, Mariam is widely respected for
her outstanding contributions to paediatric oncology nursing, education and leadership across Africa.
She is a passionate teacher and mentor who has dedicated her career to strengthening the oncology
nursing workforce and empowering nurses to deliver high-quality, compassionate care.

A powerful advocate for children with cancer and for the nursing profession, Mariam has inspired
colleagues across the continent through her commitment to excellence, collaboration and capacity
building. We look forward to working with Mariam as she leads the SIOP Africa Nursing Network in
advancing nursing education, leadership and patient-centred care for children with cancer
throughout Africa.

Dr Abel Hailu
SIOP Rising Star Award (Ethiopia)

We commend Dr Abel Hailu on receiving the SIOP Rising Star Award, one of the Society's highest
honours for emerging leaders in paediatric oncology. Dr Hailu has demonstrated exceptional
leadership in advancing childhood cancer care in Ethiopia, including his instrumental role, together
with a committed team, in founding the Ethiopian Society of Paediatric Haematology-Oncology.

His dedication to clinical excellence, education, collaboration and service development has
strengthened paediatric oncology both nationally and regionally. We congratulate Dr Hailu on this
outstanding accomplishment. Dr Hailu is also chair of the local organising committee of the 2026 SIOP
Africa conference, and we wish him and his team all the best in organising our next conference.
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Dr Gashaw Arega

SIOP Rising Star Award — Runner-up

Congratulations to Dr Gashaw Arega on being named runner-up for the SIOP Rising Star Award. This
prestigious recognition reflects his commitment to improving childhood cancer care and advancing
paediatric oncology research. His dedication, leadership and contributions to the field are making a
meaningful impact, and this honour is richly deserved.

SIOP Africa is proud to celebrate this achievement and looks forward to his continued contributions
to children with cancer across Africa and beyond.

STRATEGIC GOAL 2: PROMOTE RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT

New Research

The SIOP Africa Scientific Committee has many working groups, which aim to create locally relevant research through multicentre
cooperative projects — some of the recent publications can be found here:

Paediatric Colorectal Cancer in Africa: A Multicentre Study on Epidemiology, Management, and
Outcomes Between 2000 and 2023

“Paediatric colorectal cancer is characterised by delayed diagnosis and advanced stage presentation, contributing to a
significantly lower overall survival compared to adults.”

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jgh3.70445

Artificial Intelligence in Paediatric Oncology in Africa: A Survey of Awareness, Use, and
Readiness Amongst Healthcare Workers

“Al adoption in African paediatric oncology remains limited, but there is strong interest and readiness to learn despite
major barriers related to infrastructure, training, and resources. The most immediate opportunities for Al lie in automating
clinical and administrative functions where human capacity is constrained.”

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/1545-5017.70253

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/10781552261463620

Thanks to Sherif Kamal (Egypt) for this summary.

Development of an African Paediatric Oncology Pharmacy Curriculum: A SIOP Africa 2024
Pharmacy Workshop Output
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The SIOP Africa Research & Information Pediatric Oncology Pharmacy Working Group has published this collaborative
curriculum, developed by pharmacy professionals across the continent to strengthen training, knowledge sharing and capacity

building in paediatric oncology pharmacy.

Congratulations to Prof Jaques van Heerden (Belgium, South Africa) for your larger-than-life support, patience and ability to
bring together researchers from around the continent to create this knowledge base through the working groups of the SIOP

Africa Scientific Committee.

Remember that access to all articles in Paediatric Blood and Cancer and the European Journal of Oncology Nursing is available

through SIOP Connect.

Strengthening Pediatric Oncology

Pharmacy in Africa: 2
A Continental Assessment of Workforce Capacity, v

Training Gaps, and Network Development 00
Shauna Arao', Steven Kikonyogo?, Sherif Kamal®, Signang Albe.r.ic:>’, Eb‘e'll'l‘:zar Wiafe®’, .‘.

Kauke Bakari Zimbwe®, Susan Nyat Mageto®'°, Nth
Venus Dadirai Mushininga'?, John Isiiko', Benjamin Mwesige', Abilba Frieda Ayinema'®,

Joyce Balagadde Kambugu', Nixon Niy ', Jaques van Heerden'*'¢ and Jennifer Geel'”
BACKGROUND AIM
Childhood cancer survival in Africa remains To assess the p of p ists, the

low due to interrelated health system

challenges. Data on the availability, training

pathways, and distribution of pediatric
oncology pharmacists (POPs) are poorly
characterized.

METHODS

This study profiled POP workforce capacity and training across Africa using data from
109 POUS in 41 countries listed in the SIOP Global Mapping Programme (GMP).

of formal POP training across pediatric oncology
units (POUs) in Africa, and to map existing
continent-based training initiatives.

@0 109 roUs

'.‘ 41 Countries

POP training programmes were identified through online searches, professional networks, and direct outreach.
Data collected on duration, content, accreditation, and trainee capacity (Feb-Mar 2025).

KEY FINDINGS

1. PHARMACIST AVAILABILITY
IN PEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY UNITS

83.5%

of POUs reported
a dedicated
pharmacist
BY REGION
Northern Africa | ES5A
Southern Africa 88%
West Africa T 75

East/Central Africa [ 62%

Pharmacists are increasingly integrated
into pediatric oncology care across
Africa, though coverage varies

significantly by region.

PHARMACY GROUP (APOP)
Established in January 2025

9@¢ 97 pharmacists from 28 countries

B v joined

tggy Stengthening networking and
mentorship

APOP

African Pediatric Oncology
Pharmacy Group

& Promating research collaboration

= Working toward standardized
™ training across Africa

2. REGIONAL PEDIATRIC
PHARMACIST COVERAGE

dedicated pharmacists across Africa.

AFRICAN PEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY

3. FORMAL POP TRAINING
PROGRAMMES IN AFRICA

formal POP training
programmes identified

m— EGYPT
— £ Duration: 2 years
R Certification: Accredited
@& Estimated capacity: ~16/year

MOROCCO

D Duration: 1 year

R Certification: Accredited
&% Estimated capacity: ~8/year

GHANA
0 Duration: 1 year
L=z
@ Certification: Accredited
@ Estimated capacity: ~8/year

Collectively, these programmes train

Wide variation exists in the availability of 0@®  oproximately 32 pharmacists per year

[\ ]

against a backdrop of growing
continental need.

KEY MESSAGE

R

@ ..

W

Although the majority of POUs have a dedicated
pharmacist, formal POP training remains scarce.
The substantial gap between the availability
of training-qualified personnel and access to

|

the need for investment in POP training
infrastructure. Enhancing pharmacy training
and fostering professional networks are critical
to strengthening paediatric oncology care
across Africa.

Together, we can build a stronger pediatric oncology Arao S, Kikonyogo S, Kamal S, et al. ONCOLOGY
[E[EI) hirmiacy werklores and improve cutcomas for J Oncol Pharm Practice. 2026;1-9. PHARMACY
children with cancer across Africa. DOI: 10.1177/10781552261463620 PRACTICE s Sage

16th Biennial SIOP Africa Congress — Lagos, Nigeria
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... & ¢ The 16th Biennial SIOP Africa Congress was held from 13 to 17 April 2026 in Lagos, Nigeria,

~ & " under the theme “Building Collaborative Networks for Paediatric Oncology Across Africa.”
® “The congress brought together clinicians, researchers, nurses, advocates and partners from
imesacross the continent, and was the setting for several milestones featured in this edition,

8 including the landmark collaboration agreement with African ophthalmology societies and

Delegates at the SIOP P the nursing programme's Baseline Standards for Paediatric Oncology Nursing Symposium.

Congress welcome backdrop in . - . . -
Lagos, Nigeria. A full congress report with photo highlights is available separately from the SIOP Africa

Secretariat.

The SIOP Africa Congress delegation, united for children with cancer across Africa.
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Curing paediatric cancer in Africa

The 16th SIOP Africa Congress, held in Lagos, Nigeria, from 13-17
April 2026, brought together the paediatric oncology community

from across Africa and around the world for a week of scientific

16TH BIENNIAL CONGRESS OF THE

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF

PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY IN AFRICA

NG SUCCESS!

Celebrating Collaboration, Learning and

ARESOUND

Progress Across Africa

exchange, innovation and meaningful collaboration.

CONGRESS BY THE NUMBERS

i
&

354

DELEGATES

302

ABSTRACT
RECEIVED

63 Nigerian
291 International

97%

Showcasing the quality and breadth
of paediatric oncology research
across Africa

RA 97%

14

PRE-CONGRESS
WORKSHOP TRACKS

5

DAYS OF
PLENARY & SCIENTIFIC
SESSIONS

100%

MADE VALUABLE
PROFESSIONAL
CONNECTIONS

¢

IS

Ay

@ 96%

Across two days
(see list below{

Featureing leading African
and international faculty

Q) 9%

100%

Building networks that stregthen
paediatric oncology across Africa

OUTSTANDING DELEGATE FEEDBACK

SIODY. 0 7

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF
PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY

LAGOS, NIGERIA
APRIL 13 - 17, 2026

Rated overall congress as
Excellent or Goo

60

An execellent

Scientific content was relavant

to their practice congress that

fostered learning,
collaboration and

friendships. It will

Gained new knowledge and
practical skills posifively impact
care for children

with cancer in
Africa ’,

- Delegate Feedback

Made valuable professional
connections

Stronger commitment to
paediatric oncology

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOPS RECOGNISING EXCELLENCE A HISTORIC MOMENT
Day - 2 (13 April) & Day - 1 (14 April) SIOP Africa 2026 Awards HANDOVER TO ETHIOPIA

Burkitt Lymphoma

Flow Cytometry
« IPSO
ABLATE

Retinoblastoma

Nutrition

Radiation Oncology
* CCl

Nursing Baseline Standards

Foundations in Basic Research Methodology

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Prof Lorna Renner

BEST POSTER PRESENTATION
Alimatu Salam

BEST ORAL PRESENTATION
Ebenezer Wiafe

Leadership in African Paediatric Oncology

RISING STAR AWARD
Kauke Zimbwe

ATRAILBLAZER AND CHAMPION
OF CHILDREN WITH CANCER IN AFRICA

In recogpnition of her ined
to Paediatric Oncology in Africa

These interactive workshops provided
practical skills, peer learning and
networking opportunities across key
areas of paediatric oncology.

FRIEND OF SIOP AFRICA
Prof Aziza Shad

We look forward to welcoming you to the
17th SIOP Africa Congress in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia in 2028!

SEEYOU IN 2028!
ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA

siop-congress.org

Thank you to all delegates, faculty, partners and supporters for making the

SIOP Africa 2026 Congress in Lagos a truly remarkable success.
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Curing paediatric cancer in Africa

16TH BIENNIAL CONGRESS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF
PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY IN AFRICA

A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

Celebrating Collaboration, Learning and
Progress Across Africa

HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAGOS

Federal Ministry of
Health & Social Welfare
Federal Republic of Nigeria

DIAGNOSTICS

The Ael, 2 4
[ he fislan Froject

SIORY 0 2

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF
PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY

LAGOS, NIGERIA
APRIL 13 - 17, 2026

-

Handover to Ethiopia - The next chapter begins in 2028!

PARTNER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Childhood

4 2 3.7 Cancer
@' @?C‘sgg{” ‘29""/ International

LAKESHORE " s PHARMA
QSRR mepseRve SMBIGS  [pemme
st. Jude Children's 8 ,
Research Hospital i ' TANIT et
e nismns Scheles Texas Children's
1) Pt , TOSCA (©) wors osaconcn xcene
Surgical Oncology ‘ol Mot s

Thank you to our partners for your support in improving outcomes for children with cancer across Africa.

eoafrica.co.za

;: EOAFRICA coc

Proudly organised by

* 011 325 0020
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SIOP Africa 2028 — Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

SIOP Africa 2028 will be hosted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia — the birthplace of coffee, a symbol
- of independence and a diplomatic hub rich with unique cultures. As a nation rapidly advancing

in technology and economic growth, Ethiopia has a well-deserved reputation for welcoming
regional and international conferences.

The Ethiopian Society of Paediatric Haematology and Oncology warmly invites you to experience the very best conference we
can offer. We are committed to making SIOP Africa 2028 more than an event. It will be a transformative platform to change
the lives of children battling cancer across Africa. Bringing together clinicians, researchers, policymakers, advocates, and
partners, the conference will foster the courage, commitment, collaboration, and innovation needed to ensure every child
receives the care they deserve.

With the support of our government and long-time partners, including Tesfa Addis Parents' Childhood Cancer Organisation
(TAPCCO) and the ASLAN Project, and a broad coalition of local and international stakeholders, we will deliver a seamless
programme that combines outstanding science with unforgettable cultural experiences. Expect rigorous scientific sessions,
meaningful networking and the legendary warm Ethiopian hospitality.

Our collective progress toward achieving the 2030 GICC goal will be showcased, with every delegate sharing experiences and
strategies that bring this vision closer to reality. Together, we will advance the vision of Africanising paediatric oncology and
work toward a brighter future for our children.

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia — host city for SIOP Africa 2028.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 3: EDUCATE AND TRAIN

BVGH Partnership: Advanced Treatment of Paediatric Cancers Course

SIOP Africa and Bioventures for Global Health (BVGH) continue their successful partnership in bringing the Advanced
Treatment of Paediatric Cancers to you. Certificates were awarded to those who completed course assessments and attended
online lectures. Lectures are available on BVGH Learn:

https://bvghlearn.org/courses/bvgh-2025-aai-siop-africa-advanced-treatment-of-pediatric-cancers/

The wonderful BVGH team continue to assess feedback after every course and provided some insights for us:

Training Program Metrics

# Registrants # Participants % Participation # Certificates
Part | 1,551 1,045 67.4% 222
Part Il 1,068 727 68.1% 248

How will this training program impact your care for patients?
n=268

225 211 212

52 54

| know more about treatment options for I have a better understanding about I leamed about a new cancer type and will | learned practical techniques for
different pediatric cancers that will inform  various diagnostic methods and will use use this knowledge to better assess my  diagnosing and treating pediatric patients
how I care for my patients moving forward. this knowledge to adjust how | diagnose patients. inresource-limited settings which will
my patients. improve my clinical practice using the
resources available at my site
® 1-|donot agree at all W2 - |slightly agree M 3 - | completely agree

Some feedback from participants:

“The course was very informative and well-structured. | especially appreciated the clear explanations and practical clinical
examples. More case-based discussions would make it even better.”

“The course was well-structured, practical, and clinically relevant. | appreciated the focus on context-specific challenges in
LMICs and the clarity of the treatment algorithms. Kudos.”

Considering the feedback from participants, a case-based module is planned. Look out for details.
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I Ethiopia's First Women Paediatric Haematologist-Oncologists

On 27 June 2026, Dr Tigist Chalachew and Dr Hiyaw Abebe
Bekele qualified as Ethiopia's first two women paediatric

haematologist-oncologists, graduating from Addis Ababa
University. Their training included six months at Charlotte
Maxeke Johannesburg Academic Hospital in South Africa,
away from their families and home country. Their journey is a
beautiful reminder that women can dream boldly, persevere
through sacrifice, and achieve extraordinary things through
every season of life.

Dr Tigist Chalachew and Dr Hiyaw Abebe Bekele graduating from Addis Ababa University.
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STRATEGIC GOAL 4: ACCESS AND CARE

SIOP Africa GICC TWG — July 2026 Update

A webinar was organised on 11 June 2026 by the SIOP Africa GICC Working Group on the WHO Global Platform for Access to
Childhood Cancer Medicine (GPACCM), featuring Dr Nikhil Bhakta (St Jude Children's Research Hospital), Terence Fusire
(Technical Officer, Pharmacist, GPACCM, WHO NCD & Mental Health Dept), and Maliwa Mushikita (Senior Pharmacist,
Zambia's Cancer Disease Hospital). The webinar was facilitated by Korede Akindele.

The session was very well attended and covered the platform's goals, country readiness process, and real-world impact —
reaching over 4,000 children across 29 hospitals in 12 countries, with 7 countries already receiving medicines.

Watch the full recording

Join the SIOP Africa GICC WhatsApp group

Bringing Hope Closer to Home: Building the First Paediatric Cancer Centre in Eastern Ethiopia

I “Every child deserves the chance to receive lifesaving cancer care close to their family and community.”

Some journeys begin with a destination. Others begin with a calling. After completing my subspecialty training in Paediatric
Haematology and Oncology, | accepted an appointment at Haramaya University in Eastern Ethiopia. It was a region | had never
lived or worked in before. What drew me there was not familiarity, but the opportunity to make a meaningful difference. Eastern
Ethiopia is home to more than 25 million people, yet children diagnosed with cancer had no access to specialised paediatric
oncology services. For many families, the only option was to travel to Addis Ababa, often after exhausting their savings and
enduring long delays. Some children never reached treatment at all.

As | met these children and their families, one question stayed with me. Why should a child's chance of surviving cancer depend
on where that child is born? That question became the driving force behind an ambitious vision. Together with colleagues at
Hiwot Fana Comprehensive Specialised University Hospital and Haramaya University, we set out to establish the first paediatric
cancer centre in Eastern Ethiopia.

The journey was both exciting and challenging. There were many uncharted areas in paediatric oncology service delivery. Every
process had to be developed. Every treatment pathway had to be carefully planned. Every member of the team had to grow
together as we learned how to deliver specialised cancer care in a resource-limited setting. What we lacked in resources was
matched by an abundance of commitment, determination, and hope.

What has inspired me most throughout this journey has been the people. Nurses embraced a completely new speciality with
remarkable enthusiasm. Paediatric residents eagerly sought every opportunity to learn. Pharmacists, laboratory professionals,
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surgeons, pathologists, radiologists, hospital leaders and many others came together with a shared purpose. Every person
believed that children with cancer deserved the highest standard of care that we could provide.

Today, children who once faced long and uncertain journeys to receive treatment can access specialised cancer care much closer
to their homes. Within only a few months, our team has cared for more than fifty children with cancer. Each child represents
more than a clinical success. Each child represents renewed hope for a family and a reminder that meaningful change is possible.

This experience has taught me that building a paediatric cancer programme is not simply about infrastructure or medicines. It
is about creating a culture of compassion, teamwork and resilience. It is about believing that every child matters. It is about
refusing to accept that geography should determine survival.

Our progress would not have been possible without collaboration. We have been fortunate to receive encouragement and
support from colleagues, mentors, institutions, and partners who share a common vision of improving childhood cancer care in
Africa. Their willingness to walk alongside us has strengthened our belief that sustainable progress is achieved when knowledge,
experience, and purpose are shared.

A remarkable example of this collaborative spirit has been The Aslan Project, whose longstanding commitment to Ethiopia has
helped advance childhood cancer care through education, mentorship, and capacity building. By training a new generation of
paediatric haematology and oncology specialists and supporting multidisciplinary teams, The Aslan Project has contributed to
the expansion of paediatric oncology services across the country. Twenty years ago, there were no formal paediatric oncology
services in the country. Today, Ethiopia has a growing network of nine paediatric cancer treatment centres, and our centre in
Eastern Ethiopia is proud to be part of this national movement, bringing lifesaving cancer care closer to children and their

families.

Although we celebrate this important milestone, we know that our work has only begun. Our goal is to strengthen diagnostic
services, expand supportive care, develop training opportunities, build research collaborations, and improve survival for every
child entrusted to our care. We hope that our centre will become a place where innovation, education, and compassion come
together to serve children across Eastern Ethiopia and beyond.

Across Africa, many healthcare professionals are working under similar circumstances. They face limited resources, growing
patient numbers, and enormous challenges. Yet they continue to show extraordinary courage and dedication every single day.
| hope our story serves as a reminder that transformation begins with a vision and grows through perseverance, collaboration,
and unwavering commitment.

The first paediatric cancer centre in Eastern Ethiopia stands as a testament to what can be achieved when people choose to act
rather than wait. It is more than a hospital unit. It is a promise to every child and every family that hope can flourish anywhere
when people believe in a common purpose.

Because every child deserves the chance not only to survive cancer, but also to dream beyond it.

Pediatric Cancer Treating
Centers in Ethiopia

Paediatric cancer treating centres across Ethiopia — now a network of nine, up from none twenty years ago.
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Exciting Opportunity: Global Platform for Access to Childhood Cancer Medicines

Access to oncology medicines is a cornerstone of childhood cancer management, yet many African countries struggle to
achieve this. Countries are invited to apply to join the Global Platform for Access to Childhood Cancer Medicines. The Global
Platform supports countries in improving access to essential, quality-assured medicines for children with cancer. St Jude
Global is currently accepting applications for the 2026 cohort.

Global Platform Call for Applications | St. Jude Global Alliance

Deadline for applications: 9 September 2026

STRATEGIC GOAL 5: MEMBERSHIP AND PARTNERSHIPS

Partnerships

SIOP Africa Signs Landmark Collaboration Agreement with African Ophthalmology Societies

|1Retinoblastoma is one of the priority childhood cancers within the World Health

: - 2\ Organisation's Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer. Successful management depends on
timely diagnosis, rapid referral, and close collaboration between ophthalmologists,
dpaediatric oncologists, pathologists, radiologists, radiation oncologists, ocularists, nurses
M and other allied health professionals. Strengthening these partnerships is therefore

Signing of the SIOP Africa / essential to improving survival while maximising opportunities for eye and vision
ophthalmology collaboration .
. preservation.

agreement in Lagos.
During the 16th Biennial Congress of SIOP Africa, held in Lagos, Nigeria, SIOP Africa proudly
formalised a landmark collaboration agreement with African ophthalmology professional
societies representing 27 countries across Africa. This important milestone reflects a shared
commitment to improving outcomes for children with retinoblastoma through stronger

multidisciplinary collaboration and coordinated action across the continent.

This African collaboration was inspired by the historic agreement signed in 2025 between SIOP and the International Society
of Ocular Oncology (ISO0), which established a global framework to strengthen partnerships between the paediatric oncology
and ocular oncology communities. Building on this international vision, SIOP Africa and its ophthalmology partners have
adapted the model to the African context, recognising the unique opportunities and challenges of delivering timely,
multidisciplinary care for children with retinoblastoma across the continent.

The Alliance Mondiale Contre le Cancer (AMCC) invited representatives from ophthalmology societies across the continent.
This collaboration agreement was the logical next step of inviting the African retinoblastoma ophthalmological experts in SIOP
Africa for the 3 last SIOP Africa congresses with the support of AMCC and Saint Jude Children's Research Hospital.
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This partnership reinforces SIOP Africa's commitment to fostering collaboration across medical disciplines to address the
unique challenges of childhood cancer care on the continent. By bringing together paediatric oncology and ophthalmology
communities, the agreement will help accelerate progress toward earlier diagnosis, improved treatment outcomes, and
increased survival for children with retinoblastoma.

SIOP Africa extends its heartfelt gratitude to all participating ophthalmology societies, healthcare professionals, and partners
engaged in this initiative. Together, we can sustainably improve survival rates and the quality of life for children with

retinoblastoma across the continent.

This collaboration is open to all ophthalmological societies on the continent. Please contact us if your organisation would like

to be a signatory to this collaborative agreement.

Partnership with World Child Cancer: A New Podcast for Healthcare Workers

If you're a fan of podcasts and have been struggling to find African voices, we have news for you! World Child Cancer has
partnered with SIOP Africa to launch a new podcast series aimed at the wellbeing of healthcare workers in our field, called
“You Are Not Alone.” The first podcast was launched at the SIOP Africa conference in Lagos, and two more are now available.

World Child Cancer

Nochild should suffer

YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Listen on Spotify

Strengthening Paediatric Cancer Pathology Collaboration between Nigeria and Cambridge

By Dr Abdurrahman Ahmad Sadiq (Nigeria)

[ T\ SN It was a privilege to participate in the SIOP Africa Congress and to reconnect with Professor
OF PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY Suzanne D. Turner of the University of Cambridge, my international research mentor and
principal investigator on our ongoing childhood cancer pathology collaboration.

Our current project focuses on the retrospective histopathological and molecular review of
paediatric endemic Burkitt lymphoma cases across selected centres in Northeastern Nigeria.
The initiative aims to improve diagnostic accuracy, retrieve and preserve archived tissue
material, strengthen immunohistochemistry and molecular pathology capacity, and establish
a sustainable reference archive for future research and patient care.
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Through the support of the ALBORADA Trust and the University of Cambridge, | also undertook laboratory training within
Professor Turner's research team at the Department of Pathology, University of Cambridge. This experience has strengthened
our commitment to building equitable international partnerships that combine local clinical knowledge with advanced
pathology and molecular research.

The SIOP Africa platform continues to provide an invaluable opportunity for collaboration, mentorship and advocacy for
children with cancer across the continent. Our shared goal remains clear: to improve access to accurate diagnosis, locally
relevant research and better outcomes for every African child affected by cancer.

Advancing Quality Childhood Cancer Care: Baseline Standards Symposium at SIOP Africa 2026

One of the highlights of the nursing programme at the 16th Biennial SIOP Africa Congress in Lagos, Nigeria, was the Baseline
Standards for Paediatric Oncology Nursing Symposium. The symposium brought together paediatric oncology nurses, educators,
clinicians, and nursing leaders from across Africa to explore practical strategies for strengthening nursing practice and improving
outcomes for children with cancer.

The symposium focused on the Baseline Nursing Standards for Paediatric Oncology in Low- and Middle-Income Countries
(LMICs), an initiative developed through the SIOP Nursing Network to define the minimum standards required for safe, high-
quality paediatric oncology nursing care. These standards provide a practical framework for countries working to strengthen
their childhood cancer services despite resource limitations.

Using an interactive World Café format, participants engaged in small-group discussions around the six baseline standards:
staffing based on patient acuity, formalised orientation, continuing education, multidisciplinary teamwork, safe care resources,
and evidence-based policies. The conversations centred on identifying barriers to implementation, sharing successful practices
from different countries, and developing practical solutions that could be adapted to diverse healthcare settings.

The discussions highlighted the remarkable innovation and resilience of African nurses, who continue to deliver high-quality
care despite significant workforce shortages and resource constraints. Participants emphasised that achieving the baseline
standards will require strong institutional leadership, investment in nursing education, multidisciplinary collaboration, and
sustained advocacy at national and international levels.

The symposium also reinforced the importance of collaboration across countries. By sharing experiences and learning from one
another, participants recognised that many of the challenges facing paediatric oncology nursing are common across the
continent and can be addressed through collective action and regional partnerships.

Held under the broader SIOP Africa Congress theme of “Building Collaborative Networks for Paediatric Oncology Across Africa,”
the symposium reflected the shared commitment to ensuring that every child with cancer receives safe, evidence-based, and
compassionate nursing care, regardless of where they live.

As African countries continue to expand childhood cancer services, the Baseline Nursing Standards will serve as an essential
roadmap for strengthening the paediatric oncology nursing workforce and improving the quality of care. The energy,
commitment, and collaborative spirit demonstrated during the symposium reaffirmed that nurses remain central to achieving
better outcomes for children with cancer across Africa.
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I Membership

SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE
D'ONCOLOGIE PEDIATRIGUE D'ONCOLOGIE PEDIATRIQUE

INTERHATIONAL SOCIETY  Curing pacdiatric cancer in ATT1CA
OF PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY

Scan the QR code or visit siop-online.org to join SIOP and unlock reduced event
fees, mentorship, research collaboration, and leadership opportunities across the
global paediatric oncology community.

JOIN SIOP! EXPLORE
GREAT OPPORTUNITIES!

SIOP Membership Gives You Access To:
Reduced registration fees for SIOP and SIOP Africa events
Access to high-quality educational materials, including clinical guidelines, webinars etc.
Voting rights and the ability to be voted into leadership positions
Networking opportunities with different professionals across the continent and globally
Mentorship and career development from opportunities to connect with senior experts and in working groups
Opportunities for collaboration in research, advocacy, education, and regional projects
Eligibility to join SIOP committees and task forces
Access to scholarships / travel grants for selected meetings like the biennial conferences

Regular updates on new research, innovations, and policy developments in childhood cancer care

Directory of SIOP members — you can search and see who else is a SIOP member. Happy Networking!

SIOP Membership Certificate for 2026 — you can download it from SIOP CONNECT. Guidance is here on how to download the
certificate.

Guidance is here on how to navigate SIOP CONNECT

Interested in serving as a leader? Running for office? We welcome nominations from all members. Check out the open leadership
positions here.
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v/ At SIOP we have 9 Networks: Epidemiology and Outcomes, Survivorship, Women Leaders in Paediatric Oncology, Nursing,
Nutrition, Supportive Care, Global Health, Pediatric Psycho-Oncology, and Young SIOP Network and many Working Groups. To join
any of them, please follow this guidance. You can join as many as you wish.

SIOP Weekly Bulletins & NEWS Page

V' As a member, you would receive SIOP’s Weekly Bulletins every Thursday. You can contribute content to the Weekly Bulletins by
emailing media@siop-online.org

V' See the NEWS page with the latest updates and information on SIOP and partners.

SIOP Africa Annual General Meeting

SIOP Africa held its Annual General Meeting on 28 July 2026, bringing members up to date on progress across the organisation. The
agenda covered reports from the Membership and Partnerships, Scientific, Education and Training, GICC, and Nursing committees, a
presentation on the 2026 Lagos conference, the financial report for the SIOP Africa continental branch, and a members' Q&A. The
membership figures shared at the meeting — 575 members across 31 African countries — match the analysis featured in this
edition.

Current Africa Membership Status

A snapshot of where our African members are based, drawn from the latest SIOP membership analysis.

575 13.5%

members based in Africa of total SIOP membership (4,273 worldwide)

Egypt is the largest single group, with 191 members.

Africa Share of Total Membership
(Total: 4,273 members)

575

Africa members

86.5%

mmm  Africa Rest of World

Africa's share of total SIOP membership.

SIOP Africa | siop-online.org 19



https://siop-online.org/
https://siop-online.org/epidemiology-outcomes/
https://siop-online.org/survivorship-network/
https://siop-online.org/women-leaders/
https://siop-online.org/nurses/
https://siop-online.org/nutrition-network/
https://siop-online.org/supportive-care/
https://siop-online.org/ghn/
https://siop-online.org/ppo/
https://siop-online.org/young-siop/
https://siop-online.org/connect/
mailto:media@siop-online.org
https://siop-online.org/news/

Where Our African Members Are

Member count by country — darker shading indicates more members.

SIOP Members Across Africa, by Country

Tunisia Egypt
9 members 191 members
Morocco Sudan
9 members 1 member
Algeria Ethiopia
1 member 42 members
Mali Uganda
1 member 42 members
Niger Kenya
1 member Q 40 members
Senegal Rwanda

2 members

Burkina Faso

2 members

3 members

Dem. Rep. Congo

5 members

Nigeria Tanzania
45 members 32 members
Benin Malawi
1 member 14 members
Togo Zambia
1 member 6 members
Sierra Leone Mozambique
2 members 2 members
Ghana Zimbabwe
47 members 8 members
Cote d'lvoire Madagascar
1 member 2 members
Cameroon Botswana
16 members 3 members
Angola South Africa
1 member 43 members

Seychelles: 1 member | Mauritius: I member (island nations not shown on base map}

Leading Countries by Membership

49% 10

of all Africa members come from just three countries account for 90% of Africa's SIOP
countries: Egypt, Ghana, and Nigeria membership
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Top 10 African Countries by SIOP Membership

Egypt

Ghana

Nigeria

South Africa

Uganda

Ethiopia

Kenya

Tanzania

Cameroon

Malawi

T T T T T
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Members

Member Profile: Age, Sex & Profession

Based on the 575 members recorded across Africa.

By Sex By Age
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By Profession / Membership Category

Physicians 352
Nurses 74
Young/Junior 73

Professionals

Allied Health 49
& Other Professionals

CCl Members
20
& Advocates

Emeritus #§ 5

Honorary 4 2
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San Antonio SIOP Conference

SIOBY.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, USA| SEPTEMBER 15-18, 2026

REGULAR REGISTRATION o
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SIOP 2026 is coming to San Antonio — top experts, new research, and the future of paediatric oncology all in one place.

As SIOP leadership, help spread the word so your network doesn't miss out. Onsite or virtual, attendees get a full scientific
programme, global connections, and real collaboration opportunities.

Regular registration deadline: Aug 18, 2026

https://siop-congress.org/registration/

The congress will be held in person, and all sessions will be recorded and made available on-demand (no live broadcasting). These
sessions will be available to all SIOP members via SIOP Connect. Please contact Julia Georgieva (jgeorgieva@siop-online.org) if you
need help with your connection.
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Stay connected with SIOP Africa - follow us for the latest updates, news, and events across
the continent.

JOIN SIOP AFRICA WHATSAPP GROUP
JOIN SIOP WHATSAPP CHANNEL
Follow SIOP on FACEBOOK
FOLLOW SIOP ON LINKEDIN

SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE
D'ONCOLOGIE PEDIATRIQUE
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